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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
  AND 

IMPROVISED RECITAL 
  BY 

ETHAN HAMAN 

MONDAY, MAY 8 
Social Hour 6:15 | Dinner 6:45 | Recital 8:00 
See next page for recital details. 
 

 
DINNER 

$15 payable at the door 
 

Please RSVP for dinner by Friday, May 5  
RGSchertle@gmail.com / (323) 828-3633 

 
Menu 

• Chicken Marsala - Chicken Medallions Covered in a Mar-
sala Wine, Roasted Mushrooms, Garlic and Parsley Reduc-
tion 

• Vegetarian Mushroom Rigatoni Pasta with Fried Sage  
• Rigaoni Cacio y Pepe – Rigatoni with Parmesan and Black 

Pepper Roasted Broccoli with Garlic, Chili Flake 
• Lemon Garlic Bread with Pecorino & Chili Flakes 
• Vegetarian Italian Chopped Salad Red Wine and Herb Vin-

aigrette 
• Crudité & Dip Assortment Platter 
• Apple Cobbler and Peach Crumble 
• Graham Cracker Crust Cheesecake with Berry Coulis 
• Coffee and Tea, Soft Drinks, Water 

 
* Alcoholic beverages will not be served at this event. * 

 

 

 

        May 2023 

LA PIPELINE 
The monthly newsletter of the Los Angeles Chapter 

American Guild of Organists 

OUR NEXT EVENTS 

If you would like to play for the afternoon session, you may pre-
pare something in advance of no more than 5 minutes (e.g., a 
liturgical prelude on a hymn, an interlude between verses of a 
hymn, transition from an offertory to the doxology, a postlude, 
or another substantial form like a symphonic movement) or try 
out any of the exercises presented in the morning session. You 
can do both if desired. Lunch cost is $10.00 (payable at the 
event). Please RSVP with name and phone number to Linda 
Brown by May 3 to make a lunch reservation and/or register 
to be a participant: 562-631-8160 or  
lindawestbrown@gmail.com. 
 

Ethan’s title for this day is Grammatical Structure for our Noodling: 
Refining improvised musical energy through counterpoint and forms. 
Whether it is extending a communion piece on Sunday morning, 
creating a postlude, or dazzling an audience with an improvised 
concert encore, Ethan will guide us with his tried-and-true im-
provisation exercises and methods, giving us expanded ideas and 
skills to be used in practical ways. This workshop is designed for 
all levels of playing experience.  
 

GLENDALE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
401 E Broadway, Glendale, CA 91206 

~ Two Extraordinary Events | One Exciting Venue ~ 

IMPROVISATION  

WORKSHOP 
  WITH 

ETHAN HAMAN 

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE 

9:30 – 10:00 Meet and greet coffee time 
(sanctuary transept) 

10:00 – 11:30 
Lecture/demonstration 
(sanctuary) 

11:30 – 12:30 Lunch (Carlson Center) 

12:30 – 2:00 
Improvisation workshop with par-
ticipants (sanctuary) 

 

SATURDAY, MAY 6, 9:30 - 2:00 
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Come to a rare concert experience 
on Monday, May 8th at 8:00 p.m. at 
Glendale First United Methodist 
Church when organist Ethan Haman will perform an entirely im-
provised recital. Thirty minutes in advance of the recital, Mr. 
Haman will be handed materials for improvisation. Elements will 
include a hymn tune to improvise on before the audience joins in 
singing, a German Baroque chorale on which to base a prelude 
and fugue, a Gregorian chant hymn for a French Classical hymn 
suite, a hymn from the English tradition to turn into a spritely 
trumpet voluntary, and three melodies to complete a five-move-

ment organ symphony. Mr. Haman feels the recital will give the audience the opportunity 
to hear many different historical styles in improvisation, which he will have spoken about 
in his workshop on Saturday, May 6. Don’t miss an extraordinary young artist in this 
memorable event. 
  

 
 

Improvisation Workshop Lunch 
Please RSVP for lunch by Wednesday, May 3 
lindawestbrown@gmail.com / 562-631-8160 

 
 

Installation and Recital Dinner 
Please RSVP for dinner by Friday, May 5 

RGSchertle@gmail.com / (323) 828-3633 

Click HERE to read about Ethan Haman 

Election of officers for the 2023-2024 program year are being held be-
tween April 24 and May 5. As this is an odd-numbered year, only the 
new class of Members-at-Large are up for election. There are three 
classes of Members-at-Large, each serving a 3-year term. LA Chapter 
members may review candidate profiles in the April 2023 newsletter. 
 
Don’t forget to vote! If you are eligible to vote in the current elections, 
you should have received an email with an online voting link. If you 
have not received your email, or wish to arrange for an alternate voting 
method, please reach out to our dean, Kevin Cartwright, at: 
 

kevin.r.cartwright@gmail.com 

ELECTIONS 

FROM THE SUB-DEAN 
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CALENDAR .....................................................................7 
 

Scott Anderson 
 

 
Los Angeles Chapter members - take ad-
vantage of your online account on our web-
site, www.laago.org, to gain access to the jobs 
listings and online directory. 
 

Latest jobs listing updated April 17 
 
 

A Completely Improvised Recital by Ethan Haman 

Please RSVP for our May event meals 
MEALS meals! 

Ethan Haman 
 

https://914a34ee-56c2-47da-b333-0fc18e14b387.usrfiles.com/ugd/914a34_c642d2149ae64cf6878aeea684059de2.pdf
https://www.laago.org/_files/ugd/914a34_2a81aa83773a4d5884df0815950483fa.pdf
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GLENDALE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Schantz Organ Company, Project #488 
by Peter Fennema, based on interviews with Dr. Ladd Thomas and online research. 
 
The new cathedral-like sanctuary for the First Methodist Church of Glendale was com-
pleted in 1961. Designed by the architectural firm Flewelling and Moody, this Mid-Cen-
tury Modern edifice features gothic form and dimensions, 40-foot-high stained-glass win-
dows, a folded roof, and a 112-foot prism-shaped “Trilon” tower in front. An organ 
suitable for the space had been contracted with the Schantz Organ Company in 1958 
but plans were placed on hold due to cost overruns of the ambitious building project. 
As a temporary solution, an electronic organ was installed, later replaced with a four-
rank Schantz unit pipe organ (placed in the future Swell Division space), aggressively 
voiced to be as effective as possible in the large room. As the result of a fund-raising 
campaign and generous financing terms by Schantz, the new organ of 57 ranks (Schantz 
project #488) was ultimately installed in time for the 1962 AGO National Convention. 
Click HERE to view the original 1962 specification. 
 
In 1972 the organ was redesigned and enlarged to 81 ranks by Schantz. Enhancements 
included the addition of a Positiv Division (replacing the Brustwerk) and a new mixture 
and reeds on the Great Division. Click HERE to view the resulting 1972 specification.  
 
Jack Bethards, President and Tonal Director of the San Francisco based organ builder 
Schoenstein & Co., was later contracted to complete a full assessment of the organ’s 
condition and to project future maintenance needs. This resulted in a recommendation 
to replace the console at some point (in addition to other maintenance projects) and 
the plan received support of the church’s board of trustees. 
 
2004 saw the delivery of a new console by Schantz. This included updating all wiring in 
the organ and preparation for tonal expansion at some point in the future. The new 
console featured an electrically adjustable pedalboard. This unusual mechanism accom-
modates players of varying heights, which when combined with an electrically adjustable 
bench, allows the organist to achieve an ideal position relative to both the manuals and 
pedals. Jack Bethards (of Schoenstein & Co.) had developed his own version and gener-
ously shared his design with Schantz to be implemented in the new console. 
 
In 2012 Schantz completed another project to tonally enhance the instrument to 84 
ranks. Additions included a horizontally placed pedal Trombone 16’, a Bass Clarinet in 
the Positiv, and replacement of the Swell reeds (retaining the same names). In honor of 
Dr. Ladd Thomas’s 50th anniversary as organist at the church (2010), the “Ladd Thomas 
Trumpet” was added as the only high-pressure reed on the instrument on 25 inches of 
wind. Click HERE to view the resulting 2012 specification, which represents the organ 
today. 
 
The Glendale FUMC organ has been well-maintained over the years and tonally enhanced 
to meet the demands of the large architectural space. This is credited to ample support 
from the congregation and careful planning over time. Although there may be opportu-
nities to improve the acoustic environment (somewhat hampered by substantial amounts 
of porous concrete block) the organ fills the room with significant reverberation. Its 
successful tonal design plays music of all periods of organ literature effectively and pro-
vides excellent liturgical and choral support. It is regularly used for teaching, practice, 
services, recitals, and concerts. 
 
You’ll want to take advantage of the opportunity to hear this wonderful instrument at 
our May events at Glendale FUMC. 
 

FEATURED ORGAN 

Sanctuary 1961 

Current console 

Sanctuary today 

https://914a34ee-56c2-47da-b333-0fc18e14b387.usrfiles.com/ugd/914a34_15a6de87eb1e41fdbedab4aba2e0c8a7.pdf
https://914a34ee-56c2-47da-b333-0fc18e14b387.usrfiles.com/ugd/914a34_7aa081767d74419d847beba1ee4bbdf3.pdf
https://914a34ee-56c2-47da-b333-0fc18e14b387.usrfiles.com/ugd/914a34_9698cb38be0e4a3bb5818f5f562a5dc6.pdf
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  DUES UPDATES 

FROM AGO NATIONAL 
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2023 CONCERT SERIES

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
SATURDAY MAY 20  4:00

 6020 RADFORD AVE
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA 

SUNDAY MAY 21  4:00

EL SEGUNDO, CA

EL SEGUNDO METHODIST
540 MAIN STREET

SUNDAY MAY 28  4:00

TUSTIN,  CA

RED HILL LUTHERAN 
13200 RED HILL AVE

LA Bronze

www.labronzehandbells.org

ChristCathedralMusic.orgChrist Cathedral, 13280 Chapman Ave., Garden Grove, CA

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3 AT 7:30 P.M.

Dr. Emma Whitten 
in Concert with the 
Hazel Wright Organ

Dr. Emma Whitten is an accomplished organist and church musician based 

in Southern California. Emma has performed on historic organs in Germany, 

Spain and the United Kingdom, as well as throughout the United States. 

Emma serves as Associate Organist at Christ Cathedral.

www.agowest2023.com 
 

AGO WEST REGIONAL 
CONVENTION 
JULY 10 – 13, 2023 
 

Mark your calendars for the AGO West 
Region Convention to be held July 10 – 
13 in Portland. Registration is now open. 
Visit the convention website to explore 
the organs and events planned. 
 

NEWS 
& 

EVENTS 
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Classified ads may be included in our newsletter for a fee. Please contact the editor at laago@laago.org for information. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CLASSIFIEDS 

 

• Submit newsletter and calendar items using the online forms 
at https://www.laago.org/newsletter. The submission deadline 
is the 15th of each month. 

• Contact the LA chapter at laago@laago.org 

• For more information about upcoming events, who we are, 
photos, history, and other great resources, please visit our 
website at laago.org. 

GET IN TOUCH 

 

Visit our website! 
 

WWW.LAAGO.ORG 
 

 Find a substitute…or get on the list 

 Join the teachers list…or find a teacher 

 Find a job (members only)…or post a job 

 Download the directory (members only) 

 View past newsletters 

 Access the online calendar (always up to date!) 

 Listen to LAAGO podcasts 

 Browse fascinating historical photos 

 …and much more! 
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Calendar items may be submitted on the LA AGO website at https://www.laago.org/calendar-submit. Submission deadline to 
include in the newsletter is the 15th of the month prior to the month of publication. Please visit the online calendar at 
https://www.laago.org/calendar for the most recent updates. 
 

W E D  M A Y  3 ,  2 0 2 3  
7:30pm - 9pm Emma Whitten, Organist 
Where: Christ Cathedral 13280 Chapman Ave Garden 
Grove CA 92840 
Description: Dr. Emma Whitten is an accomplished or-
ganist and church musician based in Southern California. 
Emma has performed on historic organs in Germany, Spain 
and the United Kingdom, as well as throughout the United 
States. Emma serves as Associate Organist at Christ Ca-
thedral. $20. More information and tickets: 
https://www.christcathedralmusic.org/yearofhazel. 
 
S A T  M A Y  6 ,  2 0 2 3  
9:30am - 2pm Ethan Haman Improvisation Work-
shop [LA AGO] 
Where: First United Methodist Church of Glendale, 401 
E Broadway, Glendale, CA 91206.  
Description: Lecture/demonstration and attendee partic-
ipation on improvisation techniques. Free. 
 
S U N  M A Y  7 ,  2 0 2 3  
4pm - 5pm Thomas Mellan, Organist 
Where: Saint Edmund's Episcopal Church 1175 S San Ga-
briel Blvd San Marino CA 91107  
Description: Program includes transcriptions of Liszt, Re-
ger, and Scriabin. FWO. 
 
M O N  M A Y  8 ,  2 0 2 3  
8pm - 9pm Ethan Haman, Organist and Installation 
of Officers [LA AGO] 
Where: Glendale First United Methodist Church 401 E 
Broadway, Glendale, CA 91206.  
 
F R I  M A Y  1 2 ,  2 0 2 3  
7:30pm - 10pm Rudolf Muller, Organist 
Where: Stan's Music Parlor Lafayette Square mid-city LA. 
Private residence. Please reserve seats and receive address 
via Eventbrite.  
Description: Rudolf Muller, German concert organist, 
plays Hauptwerk virtual organs. Please see https://www. 
eventbrite.com/e/rudolf-muller-german-concert-organist-
plays-hauptwerk-organs-music-at-8-tickets- 616708590997 
for biography and program. Cost: Donation to musician. 
 
 
 

S U N  M A Y  1 4 ,  2 0 2 3  
4:15pm - 5:15pm Solemn Evensong 
Were: St James' Episcopal Church 3903 Wilshire Blvd Los 
Angeles CA 90010 
Description: The Choir of Saint James, under the direc-
tion of James Buonemani, performs this service in the 
style of the great English Cathedrals. Visit GreatMusi-
cLA.org for more information and live-stream. Free. 
 
S A T  M A Y  2 0 ,  2 0 2 3  
4pm - 5:30pm L. A. Bronze in Concert 
Where: Emmanuel Lutheran Church 6020 Radford Ave 
Los Angeles CA 91606 
Description: LA's premier handbell ensemble, LA 
Bronze, presents works by Bach, Bizet, Fauré, and Manz 
and original compositions for the instrument. Free will of-
fering. 
 
S U N  M A Y  2 1 ,  2 0 2 3  
4pm - 5pm Chapter Guild Service [Long Beach 
AGO] 
Where: Covenant Presbyterian Church 607 E Third St 
Long Beach CA 90802 
Description: Featuring Howard Goodall’s new work, 
“Unconditional Love - a Cantata of Gratitude and Remem-
brance” for soprano solo, SATB octet, piano, organ and 
brass ensemble. 
 
4pm - 5:30pm L.A. Bronze in Concert 
Where: El Segundo Methodist Church (Fellowship Hall) 
540 Main Street El Segundo, CA  
Description: LA's premier handbell ensemble, LA 
Bronze, presents works by Bach, Bizet, Fauré, and Manz 
and original compositions for the instrument. Free will of-
fering. 
 
S U N  M A Y  2 8 ,  2 0 2 3  
4pm - 5:30pm L.A. Bronze in Concert 
Where: Red Hill Lutheran Church 13200 Red Hill Ave 
Tustin CA 92780 
Description: LA’s premier handbell ensemble, LA 
Bronze, presents works by Bach, Bizet, Fauré, and Manz 
and original compositions for the instrument. Free will of-
fering. 

CALENDAR 


